
Trinity Pandemic Precautions Update – June 13, 2021 

Greetings Trinity, 

[Jesus said] “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  -Matthew 22:39 

At our June 8th council meeting, we discussed the evolving CDC and New York State guidelines around 
pandemic precautions. While we know that many who come to church are fully vaccinated, there are some who 
are not, particularly our youngest people under the age of 12. While the pandemic is by no means over (despite 
growing vaccination and low infection numbers), there is good ventilation that we can provide in the sanctuary 
in the summer months. 

Keeping these things in mind, we are adopting the following updates to our worship pandemic precautions: 

• Masks and physical distancing will continue to be required throughout the building for ALL persons – 
vaccinated and unvaccinated. 

o There is an exception for fully-vaccinated persons – and only in the sanctuary – where masks 
may be removed once seated and physically distanced. When you leave your seat, please wear 
your mask. 

• Singing as a whole congregation will begin again. Unvaccinated persons will need to remain masked to 
sing. 

• Communion in the aisle (coming forward to receive the elements) will begin again. Everyone coming 
forward will need to stay physically distanced and wear a mask until you receive your communion 
elements, at which time you may briefly remove your mask. 

• Masks will not be required for outdoor worship (ex.: Worship in the Park) but have a mask handy in 
case we need to move indoors or if you need to access indoor restrooms. 

These updates will take effect the weekend of our Sunday, June 20th worship service. 

The council and I feel that these updates are gradual but significant steps in moving towards life after the 
pandemic. We will still regularly monitor updates and adjust things as needed to best keep everyone safe from 
the coronavirus. Your faithfulness and honesty are greatly appreciated as we make these updates. 

I invite you to take a moment and reflect on what emotions this letter stirs in you. Some will feel frustrated that 
we are moving too slowly. Others may feel fear that we are easing restrictions in the slightest. My hope is that 
we all might give and receive grace. Grace for ourselves and grace for those who feel differently than we do. 
Grace for leadership that is trying its best to be faithful and grace for our community doing its best to proclaim 
the Gospel in thought, word, and deed. Let us love one another by extending the grace God has first given to us. 

We hope to see and sing with you in worship over the summer. There are several other opportunities for us to 
gather as community outdoors as well. And as always if you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to a council member or myself, so you can be heard, and we can address things as needed. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rick MG 


